
Program Spotlight:  grow your farm business course 
John graduated from Groundswell’s farm business 

Course in 2018. he used skills learned in the course to 
expand his ferments business, called ‘Lil Farma’

  2019 at a glance  

ANNUAL REPORT 2019GROUNDSWELL
CENTER FOR LOCAL  

FOOD & FARMING

In 2019, Groundswell  
entered our 10th year

and became an independent 501c3 non-profit. We were honored to receive 

the Community Food Funders award for our leadership in justice and farming in the Northeast. In addition to our monthly 

farming, business, and justice courses, we piloted a trade-based workshop series for women; topics included butcher, 

chainsaw, and welding. Meanwhile, our new matched savings program for farmers of color invested in 8 small farm 

businesses. We co-hosted the National Incubator Farmer Training Initiative Annual Conference.   Members of Groundswell 

joined the Finger Lakes Land Reparations & Reconciliations Working Group to strategize land-based solutions to farming 

inequalities. Incubator farmers established new relationships with a regional CSA and a  food hub to sell wholesale produce.

$ 24,000 
INVESTED IN 8 FARM BUSINESSES 

VIA MATCHED SAVINGS PROGRAM 

60 ONE-ON-ONE 
FARM BUSINESS  

CONSULTATIONS

5 WORKSHOPS 
FOR WOMEN IN OUR ‘WOMEN 

ON THE LAND’ SERIES  

10 YEARS 
OF SUPPORTING BEGINNING 

FARMERS

10  FARM  
BUSINESSES AT 10-ACRE 

INCUBATOR FARM 

504  GROWERS  
PARTICIPATED IN AG OR JUSTICE-

BASED WORKSHOPS

3,360  FT2 
OF HOOP HOUSE SPACE ADDED TO 

INCUBATOR FARM 

80 PEOPLE 
ATTENDED THE 2.5 DAY NATIONAL 

INCUBATOR TRAINING CONFERENCE



o v e r  t h e  pa s t  1 0  y e a r s
 Groundswell Center for Local Food & Farming has 

supported beginning farmers to develop agricultural 
skills and grow profitable, equitable, and sustainable 

farm businesses in the Finger Lakes 

thank you! 
Donors, volunteers, and supporters  
like you make this work possible  
Special thanks to Community Foundation of Tompkins County, Legacy Foundation, 
Northstar Fund, USDA 2501, USDA BFRDP, Appalachian Regional Coalition, and the Park Foundation 

learn more at groundswellcenter.org  / contact us at info@groundswellcenter.org  / 607.319.5095

o v e r  t h e  pa s t  1 0  y e a r s

Program Spotlight:  ESL Tractor class 
Groundswell offered a language-
supported tractor safety class for the 
Incubator Farmers from Burma. Several 
participants used these new skills to 
cultivate their fields this year.

FINANCIAL REPORT

1% miscellaneous 

17% development 

17% administration 

66% programs 

expenses

detailed financial statements available upon request

income

35% foundation grants 

13% donations 

3% program revenue 

0.1% miscellaneous 

48% government grants

2020  STRATEGIC  GOALS

ESTABLISH A COMMUNITY FARM FOR REFUGEE GROWERS 

CONNECT FARMERS OF COLOR TO USDA FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES

LAUNCH THE FARMER PRACTICUM, AN INTENSIVE 
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR NEW FARMERS

EXPAND OUR FARM BUSINESS INCUBATOR PROGRAM TO 
INCLUDE PERENNIAL AND LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISES 

LINK BEGINNING FARMERS TO LAND THROUGH LEASE OR 
PURCHASE

HOST “VOICES FROM THE LAND,” A FILM SERIES PROMOTING 
AGRICULTURAL JUSTICE 

COHOST A COMMUNITY-WIDE BOOK READ OF “FREEDOM 
FARMERS”


